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25 DON’TS FOR A GOOD MARRIAGE:


1) Don’t let passion or chance guide your choice of life partner; let reason and religion guide.
2) Don’t waste your youth on useless or fruitless pursuits. PRAY:WORK:STUDY
3) Don’t neglect good counsel: God, Our Lady, St. Joseph or Raphael, Parents or Priest.
4) Don’t confuse dating and courtship: dating - remote, courtship - prox. Purpose: prepare for a holy marriage.
5) Don’t play with fire: small spark, dry hay, GIANT blaze --> danger  
6) Don’t date non-traditional Catholics unless they show willingness to learn and practice the faith.
7) Don’t hide necessary truths from partner
8) Don’t tell all: leave sins and other temptations to confession.
9) Don’t ask indiscreet questions when evasive answer give. Trust. Respect Privacy.
10) Don’t hesitate to ask questions about ideas or attitudes to God, family, etc.
11) Don’t cross boundaries of modesty and decency. Ask "Would his/her mother be happy to see you both right now?"
12) Don’t delay courtship for too long, when this person is clearly the one.
12a) Don’t delay engagement if living close by each other.
14) Don’t forget to ask the girl’s father’s permission to marry daughter.
15) Don’t forget to see priest about what solemn engagement and instructions are needed. No date for wedding to be set until priest says OK - 6-8 months. Priest needs to approve wedding dress.
16) Don’t forget to plan wedding for Saturday (ideal late morning) not Sunday, not between 1 and 4 pm
17) Don’t neglect to plan for honeymoon
18) Don’t marry without a place to move into on your own
19) Don’t touch the wedding cake before the day
20) Don’t neglect a spiritual retreat before the wedding if possible
21) Don’t neglect the dividing of roles He-head, She-heart, He-public good, She-family needs, He-hard work, She-delicate
22) Don’t neglect prayer together before or after marriage.
23) Don’t treat spouse as stranger or too familiar
24) Don’t slip back into bad habits after marriage
25) Don’t keep lists of faults: Forgive and Forget
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